
OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
December 2016/January  2017

PASTOR’S LETTER     ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

“Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will
come again!”

This is the proclamation of faith we confess
each and every Sunday as we gather around
word and sacrament.  It is the central theme
of the season we now find ourselves in . 
Advent means the coming of Christ.

During Advent while the rest of society is
already focused on Christmas, we focus our
faith on the fact that Christ has promised to
come again.  Sometimes we forget this - we
need to be reminded.  Yes, we are getting
ready for the remembrance of His coming in
the past at Christmas, His human birth. He is
God with us - Emmanuel.  Yes, He will come
again in the future and yes, we remember He
comes to us each and every Sunday in the
bread broken and wine poured in Holy
Communion.  

During the Sundays in Advent, as in the past, I
will be encouraging us to Watch for His
Coming, “Stay Awake” to prepare for His
coming - “Prepare the way of the Lord”, to
Rejoice at His coming and to Behold and look
for His coming!  Then and only then will we
truly be ready to celebrate His birth, His
incarnation, His Christmastide.

God bless you all.  I look forward to greeting
you at the Lord’s Holy Table this most blessed
Holy season.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will
come again!”

The Peace of the Lord be with you always,

The Rev. Ronald M. Klose, Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT SUNDAY, DEC 11,   4:00 PM

The Sunday School Christmas Pageant will be held on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 at 4:00 PM.  Join us that
day as the Sunday School children tell us the story of
Jesus' birth.  Celebrate with us after the service in the
Parish Hall at the Sunday School Reception!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
5:00 PM - FAMILY COMMUNION &

 CAROL SERVICE   
     7:00 & 11 PM - CANDLELIGHT EUCHARIST
  Service with lessons, carols, candlelight for the 
congregation.  This service is the highpoint of our
                     Christmas celebration!

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
           11:00 AM - HOLY COMMUNION

NO Saturday Worship December 31, 2016

NAME OF JESUS- January 1, 2017
9:30 AM - Holy Communion
NO - SUNDAY SCHOOL

BAPTISM OF LORD/EPIPHANY- Jan 8, 2017
9:30 AM - Holy Communion
9:30 AM - Sunday School

Happy New Year   



THANK YOU

THANK YOU to all who donated food,
money and gift cards for our Annual
Thanksgiving Basket Drive for Lutheran
Community and Family Services & local
families.  Thanks to you all!  We collected
1750 lbs of food and $1200 for LCFS for
more food purchases.  THANK YOU!!!!!!

THANK YOU TO OUR WEDNESDAY WORK
CREW AND ALL OUR REDEEMER
VOLUNTEERS who collected food at local
supermarkets in November for LCS.  They
collected over 1400 lbs of food and $500.00
to purchase more food!  WOW!  Thank you
all.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
after the 9:30 AM service (one service

only). Meeting Starts approx. 10:45 am. All
voting members 18 years and older are

urged to attend and vote for our new
Council members.

ANGEL TREE 

Angel Tree gifts are due December
11th. Wrapped and tag securely placed. 
 Thank you.  Please be sure the tag is
with the item securely! 

TLES is receiving gifts as well.  They
are requesting backpacks, underwear,
socks and undershirts for the
homeless.  This is a service project for
the youth. Youth should sign up to
help.



MEMORIAL  FUND

KITCHEN FUND

I/m/o KARIN TYRELL
Given by: Marilyn Keating
I/m/o WILLIAM MEIHOEFER
Given by: Maryanne Miehoefer

ELW

I/m/o VIRGINIA WALDRON
Given by: Mark Waldron & Family

FUNERALS

November 17 , 2016
Josephine Mergel

CHRISTMAS FAIR   DEC.  3,  2016

The elves have been working all year toward
the Christmas Fair, Sat. Dec. 3 , 2016. That
date is not too far off. We would especially
appreciate donations of  cookies for the
Cookie Walk.  Café Noel also would
appreciate donations of  soups and chili for
hungry fair goers. We can always use your
help at Fair time to assist in setting up, selling
and taking down. Monday Night Crafters meet
on Mondays at 7:30 pm in Room 4. Come join
us!

Regarding any of the above, please contact
the church office at 516-781-6374 or members
of the Christmas Fair Committee.

BAPTISM

NOVEMBER 13, 2016

LONDON FAITH HENDERSON
Child of Donald & Lauren Henderson

(nee Alfano)
Godchild of Noel Scala &Justin Restivo

It is that time of year again when we get
out our flour and
baking sheets. 
Making cookies for the
holidays is a great
family activity.  Would
you consider donating
a batch of your
family's favorite to our 

"Cookie Walk"  at our Christmas Fair
this year??  The Response has helped
to make the Fair a great success.  

Please drop off any donation to the
gym anytime on Friday, December 2   nd

or Saturday morning, December 3  .rd

Thanking you in advance,
The Christmas Fair Committee

Any questions call Amy Martin  731-4378



Day Care Greetings
 

Once again, I was able to spend Thanksgiving in PA
with my family.  We have such a wonderful time with
my nephews, Connor who is six and Breccan who is
almost twenty months.  Whether sharing dinner
together with as we all laughed at the expressions
Breccan made, or playing Pie Face with Connor who
insisted on taking extra turns but somehow did not get
hit (he says he is a Lucky Duck!) we found joy in every
moment.  I loved assisting my mom in the kitchen
preparing the meal, talking with my Grandma about
years past, chasing the baby with my dad, celebrating
with my sister with a Birthday donut cake, and
laughing with everyone.  Connor, I think I am the
Lucky Duck to have all these beautiful memories of all
of our celebrations!

Day Care started celebrating in October and will
continue through the New Year!  Our Halloween
Parade and Party was well received and the weather
was perfect.  The children and adults enjoyed
dressing for the occasion.  We had many princesses,
superheros, and animals.  The staff dressed as
emojis this year and looked great.  Everyone had a
great time sharing snacks and playing games in the
Parish Hall.  

That week we switched right over to taking Christmas
Photos in order to receive them in time for the holiday. 
The children did a wonderful job smiling as the
fabulous photographer from Lifetouch made the
experience a happy one for the children as well as the
staff.  

Dr Pinto visited us for our Music Class.  Her theme
was Thanksgiving.  During Chapel Pastor talked to us
about being thankful as the children brought their food
donations for the Food Drive.  All month we prepared
for our Annual Pow Wow and Feast days.  The
children created Native American vests, necklaces,
and headdresses that they wore while they played
their tom toms or shook their shakers.  They sang
songs about Native Americans, Pilgrims, turkeys, and
being thankful.  They share the cornbread and butter
that they made.  During our feast the children have a
smorgasbord of Thanksgiving foods for lunch.  We
gobbled turkey breast, stuffing, mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, rolls, breads (that
the children made), and pumpkin pie.  The meal is a
great introduction to the next days' foods, as children
are more willing to try foods with their friends. 

 Parents have told me that they talk about what
they tried at our feast during their own
Thanksgiving dinner.

Now we are starting our preparations for
Christmas.  Each classroom works hard on
making gifts for their parents because we all
know that homemade gifts are treasured for years
to come.  At Chapel Pastor will teach us about
Advent and Baby Jesus' Birthday.  Santa always
takes time to stop by to pose for photos.  Carols
will be filling our hallways as the children practice
for their Christmas Program and create all the
decorations.  Christmas is very special when
experiencing it through the eyes of a child. 
Remember to put down your to do list during this
season and enjoy a tradition that you especially
loved when you were a child.

From all of us at Day Care, we wish you and your
families the Merriest Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year!

Fondly,

Melissa Bires-McGee



Nursery School News
December/January 

My staff had the pleasure of attending the Lutheran
Schools Associations’s Early Childhood
Conference, Imagining the Possibilities on
November 4  at LuHi. Keeping current in the fieldth

of early childhood education and being armed with
new ideas to take back to Our Redeemer is most
important. In addition, the conference is an
opportunity for the whole staff to spend time
together just before the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season is upon us.

Speaking of the most wonderful time of the
year...The voices of children singing about the birth
of Jesus and the beauty of Christmas will be heard
throughout the month of December in our school. 
We are once again preparing for our annual three
year old’s Christmas Sing-Along as well as our four
year old’s Christmas Pageant. These very special
events are always a joyful reminder of the true
meaning of the season.  Our teaching staff is
exceptional when it comes to preparing our little
ones for our Christmas programs.  They are an
amazing group of dedicated women!

At Our Redeemer Nursery School, we have a
tradition where each child brings an ornament to
school to hang on his/her classroom’s Christmas
tree. This tradition brings lots of excitement and
personal meaning to the decorated classroom
trees.  The children love to find their ornaments on
the tree each day!  

We look forward to the patter of reindeer feet on
the roof, bringing Santa to our school this month. 
The children will get to tell Santa what they hope to
find under their Christmas trees!  Santa will give
each child a Happy Birthday Jesus candy cane
card and the Kneeling Santa prayer card.  We will
snap a photo as a keepsake for mom and dad.  So
precious!

The children will be celebrating Jesus’ birth with
classroom birthday parties for the baby before we
break for our Christmas vacation.  The children will
wear party hats, enjoy a puppet show, sing
Christmas carols, play some birthday party games,
and of course enjoy some birthday cupcakes.  
 
The children will receive a Scholastic book and a
religious ornament as a gift from Our Redeemer

Nursery School.  It is wonderful to teach children in
a school that embraces the love of faith, as well as
an academic education!

The 2017-2018 school year registration will begin
on January 3  for currently enrolled families andrd

parishioners.  Community registration begins
January 11  and 12 .  Interested families can callth th

for an appointment to tour our school and register
for classes. (781-7637) New classes are also
forming for a January start for our mommy & me
class, Together We Go, (11 mos.-2½ years) and
Learn & Play Group (2½ years & up) 

May God Bless the families of Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School of Seaford this
Christmas season and throughout the new year!     

Caitlin DiLemme, Director



OUR REDEEMER CHRISTMAS FAIR
In order to make our Fair a huge success, we need your  help. Café Nöel is looking for talented
cooks to donate soup and chili to sell at the Fair.

Our Bake table is always appreciative of donations of HOMEMADE cookies for our COOKIE
WALK..

Can you please help by preparing any of the above and dropping it off on Friday, Dec. 4  th  

after 12:00 PM or early morning on December 6    in the Parish Hall.th

We  are also hopeful  that any CRAFTERS who weren’t able to make it on Mondays  are able
to donate some homemade crafts.

Let's all make this Fair the BEST ever and come on down on Friday, December 4   to set up,th

or work at a table, help prepare food, or clean up on December 5   after 4:00 PM.th

CRAFTERS TABLE — Maryann Wiese  826-3496
CAFÉ NÖEL — Maggie Hennessy  799-8266

BAKE TABLE — Amy Martin 731-4378
CHRISTMAS GREENS — Karen Klose  785-7039

----------- E ------------ E ------------ E ------------ E ------------ E ------------ E-----------

NAME 

SET UP DECEMBER 2nd

BAKED GOODS 

PREPARE FOOD 

WORK TABLE 

CLEAN UP DECEMBER 3  rd



Each year at this time we request your donations for Poinsettias to
beautify our chancel during the Christmas Season and to provide for
the special music we enjoy at our Christmas Eve services. If you wish
to contribute to either (or both) of these, please complete the forms
below and include it with your donation. Thank you.

Plants are $15.00 each. Number of plants you wish to order                 

� In memory of

� In honor of

� In thanksgiving for

� I’ll pick up the plants after the service on Christmas Day.
� Please have the Altar Guild deliver plants to the sick and shut-in.

Name                           Envelope No.
Address                           Phone
 

We are fortunate to again have the services of the Classical Strings
Quartet available to us for our Christmas Eve services. If you are able
to contribute toward this please complete this form and include it with
your donation.

Amount $ 

� In memory of

� In honor of

� In thanksgiving for

Name                                Envelope No.

Address                            Phone
 

Please place your Poinsettia orders and donations for Christmas Music 
by December11 . Thank You!th

Please make checks payable to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
and place in offering plate or mail to:

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2025 Washington Ave., Seaford, NY   11783
Please mark checks Poinsettias and/or Music





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 December 2016

  

    1

 Fair Set Up>

2

>>>>>

3

No Bible Study

9 - 4 
CHRISTMAS FAIR

4
2 ADVENT
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:45 AM -
Congregational Mtg

5 6

7:30 PM All
Committee
Party

7

8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation

8 9 10

8:30 AM Bible Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

11
3 ADVENT
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School
4:00 PM Sunday
School Christmas
Pageant

12 13 14
8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation/
Caroling

15 16 17
8:30 AM Bible Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

18
4 ADVENT
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School

19 20 21
8:30 Rec
Crew
NO
Confirmation

22 23 24
5:00 PM Family
Carol Worship

7 & 11 PM
Candlelight/Carols
/Holy Communion

25
CHRISTMAS DAY
11:00 AM Holy
Communion

26

OFFICE
CLOSED

27 28
8:30 Rec
Crew
NO
Confirmation

29 30 31

No Bible Study

NO SATURDAY
WORSHIP

Nursery School and Day Care Closed for the Christmas Holiday



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursda Friday Saturday

                                                                             2017           

                                                                     

  

1
NAME OF JESUS
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
NO Sunday School

2

OFFICE &
SCHOOLS
CLOSED

3 4
8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation

5 6 7

8:30 AM Bible
Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

8
EPIPHANY/
BAPTISM OF OUR
LORD
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School

9 10

7:30 PM All
Committees
Meet

11
8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation

12 13 14
8:30 AM Bible
Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

15
EPIPHANY 2
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School

16

OFFICE &
SCHOOLS
CLOSED

Martin Luther King
Jr.

17

7:30 PM
School Board
Meeting

18
8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation

19 20 21
8:30 AM Bible
Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

22
EPIPHANY 3
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School

23 24

7:30 PM
Church
Council
Meeting

25
8:30 AM Rec
Crew
6:45 PM
Confirmation

26 27 28
8:30 AM Bible
Study

5:00 PM Holy
Communion

29
EPIPHANY 4
9:30 AM Holy
Communion
9:30 AM Sunday
School

30 31     


